
 

(On His Way Rejoicing - continued from page 1) 

His sins were washed away — The eunuch rejoiced because he was permitted to 
respond to God’s abundant grace. It is fascinating indeed that after Philip had preached Jesus, 
the eunuch desired to be baptized (v.36). This tells the careful reader that baptism is part of 
the gospel plan for man’s salvation. We do not truly preach the Gospel when we do not tell 
people what God’s word says about baptism.  

In baptism, the sinner dies with Christ (Rom. 6:3), is buried with Him (Rom. 6:4), and is 
raised with Christ as a new creation (Rom. 6:5). The Ethiopian eunuch, having heard Philip’s 
message, already believed in Jesus (v.37), but he did not rejoice until after his baptism. At the 
point of baptism, sinners come into contact with the saving blood of Jesus (Eph. 1:7; Acts 
22:16), and sins are washed away (Heb. 8:11-12; 1 Pet. 3:20-21). So, the eunuch rejoiced 
because he understood what his baptism meant. 

The Ethiopian eunuch was apparently a good, moral man who was still lost. However, one 
sincere Christian made all the difference between confusion and rejoicing. May we all be 
dedicated to helping a confused world find occasions for true rejoicing.  

John Baker http://edgewoodcoc.org/eunuch.htm 
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On His Way Rejoicing... 

The account of the Ethiopian eunuch’s conversion in Acts 8:26-40 is one of the most 
stirring and enlightening records in Scripture. A man of considerable power from the nation of 
Ethiopia, the eunuch had come to Jerusalem to worship (v.27). Here was a moral, religious 
man who yet needed to know what God required of him. At the end of this account, the Bible 
says the eunuch, “went on his way rejoicing” (v.39). What was it that caused this good, moral 
man to rejoice? 

The Lord had sent a preacher — The eunuch rejoiced because God, in His mercy, had 
sent someone to preach the Gospel to him. Philip the evangelist was commanded by God to 
go to a deserted place (v.26). Philip did what the Lord commanded, even when it did not seem 
to make sense from an earthly perspective (after all, couldn’t many more souls be saved in the 
cities of Israel and Samaria? Why go to the desert, of all places?). All Christians are 
commanded to be proclaimers of God’s word (Matt. 28:18-20), and it causes a sin-sick world 
to rejoice when the good news of God’s redeeming message is heard and understood. Every 
one of us was first taught the Gospel by someone else. What an occasion for rejoicing when 
we encounter one who serves God by teaching His holy word (Rom. 10:15). 

He understood prophecy fulfilled — The eunuch rejoiced because Scripture was made 
more plain to him. Who knows how many miles he had ridden in that chariot, pondering the 
meaning of Isaiah 53:7-8: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a Lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His humiliation His justice was taken away, 
and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” For centuries the 
greatest religious minds of Israel had wondered about the meaning of this passage and 
debated its significance. The eunuch rejoiced when Philip explained the full meaning of 
Isaiah’s words to him. It is a great occasion for rejoicing when the truth of God’s word is made 
plain (Mk. 12:37)! 

He heard the message about Jesus — The eunuch was introduced to the Savior by 
Philip that day, and it was an occasion for rejoicing. Acts tells us that Philip, “opened his 
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus unto him” (v.35). Whatever else 
preachers and teachers of God’s word communicate, we should never fail to preach Jesus. He 
alone is the way to salvation (Jn. 14:6). Only Jesus provides the truly abundant life (Jn. 10:10). 
Only Jesus has the power to forgive sins (Mk. 2:9-10; Acts 2:38). People can truly rejoice 
when they hear God’s message about Jesus (Rom. 1:1-5; 1 Cor. 15:1-5). 

 (continued on back page) 
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Limited Atonement? 

Eric Welch 

First John 2:2 reads "He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. The word propitiation might tend to throw people into a whirlwind. 
What doe sit mean? Propitiation is the sin offering that turns away wrath." 

Because sin is contrary to the nature of a holy and perfect God, God is angry toward sin. Sin is 
against God’s holy and perfect nature. Sin caused the people He created and loved to be 
separated from Him. The wrath of God against sin must be satisfied somehow, or propitiated. 
Sin must be dealt with accordingly.  

In love, God extends His mercy to sinners. But punishment for sin still must occur. How does 
God meet or satisfy the demands of His wrath against sin? Man is powerless to do it (Romans 
5:6). How could God resolve this tension between His holiness and his love? His holiness 
demands sin to be punished, but His love desires forgiveness for the sinner (Romans 5:8; 1 
John 4:10) 

Only God could provide the solution—the death of Jesus, His sinless Son. His death was the 
satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin and became the basis for our justification. The cross 
made forgiveness possible without violating God’s holy nature. Thus, God could be the just 
and the justifier (Romans 3:26). That is, Christ’s sacrifice enables him to satisfy punishment 
for sin, and  His desire to forgive the sinner.  

However, the false doctrine of limited atonement was thrown in and corrupted this teaching. 
Limited atonement means that the death of Jesus was meant only for the exact number of 
people that God predestined to be saved. The Bible clearly teaches that God’s offering of His 
son is available to all people: Isaiah 53:6; John 1:29; 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 John 
2:2   

This teaching does not mean that everyone is actually forgiven. Justification is not only “by his 
blood” but also “by faith” (Romans 3: 28; 5:1). Forgiveness is offered to all, but it is given only 
to those who have an obedient faith in Jesus. Even those who have been bought by the blood 
of Christ can go astray and lose their salvation (2 Peter 2:1). 

The Thief on The Cross 

The sad thing is that there are many people today who try to use "the thief on the cross" as 
their justification for not obeying the clear and plain command of Jesus to be baptized. On the 
Day of Judgment it will not be the case of "what about the thief on the cross".    

The thief on the cross was before the death of Christ and before the New Testament took 
effect. Hebrews 9:17 says, "For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no 
power at all while the testator lives."  We cannot be saved like the thief because Christ’s New 
Testament is in effect for us today. Anyone refusing to obey Jesus on His terms has no 
legitimate claim on the salvation that Jesus offers. One will certainly be held accountable for 
his disobedience by the eternal loss of his soul. He will only have himself to blame.  

People need to stop spending their time in trying to figure out a way to get around doing 
what the Lord said, but rather they need be willing to submit to the final authority of our Lord.    

(continued on page 3) 

 

(The Thief on the Cross – continued from page 2) 

When we stand before the Lord on the Day of Judgment to be judged by Him, there are 
going to be many who have chosen not to do what the Lord has said. Romans 10:3 tell us that 
people who are "Seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God."  

Jesus said in Mark 16:16, "He that believes and is baptized shall be saved."  How are 
people going to explain to Jesus on the Day of Judgment why they did not do what He says 
and for the reason He says?  

The New Testament of Christ requires us to be baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 
2:38, Acts 22:16) so that we can be saved (Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21).  It did not take effect 
until after the death of Christ.    

The thief did not come under the New Testament as we do today. It will be too late on 
Judgment Day to find out that one hasn’t obeyed the Lord and is still lost. 

Ron Boatwright, via netstudybible.net 

 


